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Custom Ottawa home makes rural life

HATTIE KLOTZ
POSTMEDIA NEWS

There’s nothing traditional
about the house in Ottawa’s
West Carleton neighbour
hood. Backing directly on to
the Ottawa River, it features
a sandy beach with views
of fabulous sunsets and
storms that dash the water
in shades of red, orange, yel-
low, purple and black.

This house is all about the
outdoors. Sightlines from
every part of it lead the eye
to the exterior, to the water
and the lapping waves. As
you approach the front door,
you can see straight through
to the back of the house, the
stone and cedar terrace and
the river beyond. Nothing
obstructs the view.

The 2,700-square-foot,
two-bedroom, two-bathroom
house, which has an open
plan, a second- oor gym and
small of ce, is full of angu-
lar ceilings and rooflines
that create a loft-like, airy
living area. It's exactly as
homeowners Allan and Sha-
ron Nodelman, both in their
60s, had dreamt it would be.

“We wanted to build a
bungalow,” says Allan, a
dentist and avid amateur
photographer, “but the lot
wasn'’t big enough. The most
important thing for us was a
modern space with lots of
light.”

The Nodelmans had
moved from a modern house
in Ottawa’s Glebe neigh-
bourhood to a more urban
apartment, but found that
they didn’t like condo liv-
ing and missed the sense
of community. In fact, they
wanted to be more hands-on
with their own property and
only a house would let them
do this.

When Allan drove up the
Ottawa River to visit a dog
breeder, who is now one of
their neighbours, “it was
like a movie that went from
black and white to colour
when | stepped into their
house.

“I knew this was the area
where | wanted to live,” he
says.
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The house has an industrial, commercial look with cedar, stucco and ridged steel siding, while a terrace shields most of a wall of windows.

“THE MOST
IMPORTANT
THING FOR US
WAS A MODERN
SPACE WI'H LOTS
OF LIGHT.”
ALLAN NODELMAN

So he and his wife set
about trying to buy a house,
without much luck. They
searched throughout the
summer of 2006, then nine
months later they spotted a
vacant piece of land with a
burnt out cottage.

When they rst called the
phone number on the sign,
they were told it was sold,
but four months later when
the sign was still there, they
called back and did the deal
with the owner on a cell-
phone while driving by the

property. Then they inter -
viewed builders.

The hands-down winner
was Maple Leaf Homes (ma-
pleleafdesign.ca), a nearly
10-year-old small company
based out of nearby Dun-
robin, Ont., and owned by
Brian Saumure and Fred
Carmosino. Saumure and
Carmosino met at Carleton
University, where the for -
mer was studying architec -
ture, the latter commerce.

They founded Maple Leaf
Homes directly out of uni-
versity and now build about
15 custom home projects a
yeatr.

First, the Nodelmans pro-
duced pictures of the style
of house they were after.
Then they took Saumure,
the architect, to their condo.

“We basically wanted
our condo built here,” says
Allan. They incorporated
some of the features they

particularly liked such as a
butler's pantry with second-
ary fridge.

The project started in 2008
with 55 loads of fill. Due to
the building code, the house
sits several feet higher than
its older neighbours. It has
an industrial, commercial
look with cedar, stucco and
ridged steel siding panels
from the U.S. on the exterior
and around the interior re-
place.

The siding is designed to
colour, but they’'ve had sev-
eral people joke about get-
ting a good rust treatment.

Throughout the interior,
dark grey tiled floors with
radiant heating warm the
house in the winter and the
couple has only turned on
the backup furnace twice in
two years. It sits on a slab,
which means no basement
and no storage, but also no
conventional furnace.

In the summer, the house
stays remarkably cool,
thanks to a terrace with
overhanging roof that
shields most of the interior
from direct sunlight, walls
of windows with high tran-
soms to allow cross breezes
and the insulation. “It's our
first summer without air
conditioning,” says Sharon
while sitting in the breezy
screened-in porch.

Logistically, the kitchen
was difficult to build be-
cause the couple wanted to
face the water while work-
ing. Traditionally, stoves
are set along a wall, which
makes for easier installa-
tion and venting. In this
case, it would mean turn-
ing their backs to the view.

The Nodelmans searched
far and wide for a profes-
sional-quality gas stove
with a at top and no back-
splash to set in the central

island. They found it in
Montreal. Kitchen surfaces
are free from appliances
and clutter. It's an Uber-
modern look enhanced
by black antiqued granite
countertops, clean-lined
grey cupboards and a vi-
brant red tile wall.

In the dining room, a
Modern Bubble Lamp Sus-
pension light fixture hov -
ers like an UFO above a
contemporary dining table
and leather chairs, while a
low-pro le grey ultra-suede
sofa sectional from Phillip
van Leeuwen offers com-
fortable seating for read-
ing, but doesn’t impede the
views to the exterior.

“We know, in reality, that
we’ll end up back in the
city,” Sharon says, “but
despite the need to drive
more (when) living out
here, it's exactly where we
want to be right now.”

1 pool for Summer! Fully finished basement.

Janine
Wilson
537-3200

The house’s terrace with overhanging roof shields
helps keep the home cool.
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The master suite offers a relaxing retreat
and includes an ensuite with soaker tub.
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LAKERIDGE
$394,900
New Const! 1225 sq. ft. bungalow
- 3 bedrooms. Immediate possession
MLS®398822

GLENCAIRN
$334,000
Move right in!

2 1/2 car heated garage

hardwood throughout.
MLS®407076

ALBERT PARK
$485,500
WOW! 1760 sq.ft bungalow. Swimming

5 bedrooms, 2 fireplaces and sauna.
MLS®394514

BRODERS ANNEX
$259,000
3 bedroom bi-level
2 car garage. Built 2004.
MLS®397257

Danielle
Wilson
536-0027

VALLEY VIEW
ESTATES

» 2 miles past Craven
* Prices from $69,000

to $140,000

» 48 acreages range
from 2 to 19 acres

e [ ots serviced with
power, natural gas,

telephone

www.CraigAdam.CA

e Horse riding trail
around sub-division

e Groomed hiking/

walking trail through
scenic ravine

e Planned park
and playground

e Close to beaches

Craig Adam
535-9363




